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leading part played by the Irish Presbyterians in settling the West. His 
chapters on religion and schools are particularly good ; and he elsewhere 
traces briefly but clearly the continuity of the Tennessee institutions, and 
their derivation in direct and unbroken line from English laws and cus- 
toms. His account of the political struggles in Tennessee during the 
first half of the present century has more than a passing interest, for 
they will serve to illustrate a peculiar and important phase of our fore- 
fathers' thoughts and prejudices long after the contests themselves have 
passed from memory. It reconciles us somewhat to the lack of dignity 
in our present party contests when we read of the extraordinary antics 
by which candidates secured the suffrage of electors a generation or 
two ago. The author, with equal good taste and good sense, stops on 
coming to the Civil war. 

Mr. Phelan's style is generally fairly good. He deserves especial 
praise for his impartiality, and his total freedom from that florid bragga- 
docio which was formerly the bane of most, and is still the bane of many, 
local American historians ; and he does not sin against good taste by the 
ridiculous use of such words as " knightly " and " chivalrous," in the 
manner still popular with a few of the more backward Southern writers. 

He falls into one or two small errors. Thus he adopts the prevalent 
but unjustifiable theory of Lord Dunmore's treachery in the Indian war 
of 1 7 74 ; and he follows a baseless tradition in putting Isaac Shelby into 
the Island Flats battle, whereas he was at the time hundreds of miles 
distant in Kentucky. But the book was well worth writing and is well 
worth reading. Theodore Roosevelt. 



The History of Canada. By William Kingsford. Vols. I, II. 
Toronto, Rowsell & Hutchinson ; and London, TrUbner & Co., 1888. 
— 486 and 564 pp. 

The first two volumes of this work give the history of the French 
dominion in Canada, from its inception down to 1725; and, for the 
period covered, they undoubtedly form the most ambitious treatise on 
the subject that has yet appeared and, perhaps, the best of any of equal 
scope. Their greatest value lies in the fact that the author gives the 
original texts in many cases and the results of his examination of them 
in others. When, however, he states his own conclusions, we are seldom 
enabled to ascertain for ourselves their correctness, as he cites few 
authorities and cites these, for the most part, so vaguely as to give 
little aid to investigation. 

While the historical narration is presented in an inartistic manner, 
marred by a certain crudeness of style, integrity of purpose and an 
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industrious attention to detail are noticeable throughout. The book 
offers more attraction to the general reader than to the student of politi- 
cal science, as Mr. Kingsford narrates with great detail the military, re- 
ligious and commercial struggles of the French colonists, and scarcely 
attempts to unfold the development of their political institutions. One 
of the main features of the work is the number of personal and geo- 
graphical allusions. In mentioning persons the author gives many 
genealogies and biographies ; but, unfortunately, he often refers to locali- 
ties by the French, English, Indian, ancient and modern names indis- 
criminately, and one becomes bewildered in the absence of a map 
adapted to the text. 

Mr. Kingsford begins, like other Canadian historians, with an account 
of the early voyages, dwelling particularly upon those of Cartier and 
Champlain. He gives great importance to the achievements of Cham- 
plain, and likens him to Julius Csesar. He maintains that Champlain's 
ambition was to establish a well-organized royal province rather than 
missions of the Roman Catholic church. This position, so out of accord 
with the histories we have and the spirit of the day, is maintained by 
Mr. Kingsford with much vigor and sometimes specious reasoning. 

The struggles of the French colonies, under the miserable domination 
of the company of New France, from soon after the death of Cham- 
plain in 1635 until Canada was made a royal province in 1663, is given 
with much interesting detail. Minute accounts are given of exploring 
expeditions, of the planting of trading posts, Roman Catholic mission 
stations and early settlements, of quarrels between the civil and religious 
dignitaries, and of Indian wars and treaties. Then follows an account 
of the successive administrations of the viceroys, royal intendants and 
governors-general, under whom the French colonists fought for a foothold 
in New France against their hostile Indian neighbors and the envious 
British inhabitants of New England. The second volume ends with the 
close of the Career of Governor-General De Vaudreuil, 1725, which car- 
ries us to the beginning of the events that led a few years later to the 
conquest of Canada by Great Britain. Mr. Kingsford does not set forth 
the history of the Canadian constitution with all its interesting and varied 
social, political and religious estates ; and he scarcely mentions the 
functions of the successive forms of government in the viceregal regime, 
1540-1627; the company of New France, 1627-1663; and the "sov- 
ereign council," 1663-1760. 

The work is a valuable contribution to the literature upon Canadian 
history; and although it may not be all that the student of political 
history might desire, it cannot fail to interest the student of Canadian 
affairs in general. Thomas D. Rambaut. 



